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A record of copepod, Anthosoma sp. (Dichelesthiidae), from an aquarium
reared whale shark Rhincodon typus Smith, 1828 in the western Japan
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Mitsuhiko ASAKAWA"*

" Division of Pathobiology (Parasitclogy and Zoology), School of Veterinary Medicine, Rakuno Gakuen University, Japan
2 Osaka Aquarium Kaiyukan, Japan

ABSTRACT. An adult male of dichelesthiid copepod belonging to the genus Anthosoma, was found from the mouth
cavity of a specimen of Rhincodon typus Smith, 1828 that was captured off Shikoku, North Pacific Ocean and was reared
for about 11 months in an aquarium tank of Osaka Aquarium Marine Biological Research Institute Iburi Center, Kochi Pref.,
Japan. The copepod is actually similar to A. crissum (Abildgaad, 1794) since many characters are shared. For now, there
are records of total 4 species of parasitic and/or symbiotic crustaceans on A. typus in Japanese waters.
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