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Traditional land use in Loess Plateau (China) and the ‘Grain-for-Green’ project:

A case from Ansai Province, Shanxi
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Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to examine effects and problems of the ‘Grain for Green’ project of China,
which progressed halfway through the onset, from the viewpoints both of ecological recovery and of
changes in land use as well as rural subsistence economy. The ‘Grain for Green’ project tries for ecological
recovery of the upper reaches of the Huang-He and the Yangtze River, by prohibition of grazing and
transformation of cultivated fields in steep slopes into afforested areas. This project aims at not only
ecological recovery but also rural economic development, because improvement of peasant economy is
regarded as a key for future sustainability of the forests. The authors used remote sensing analysis to
examine the extent of ecological recovery after the onset of the project on the one hand, and conducted
intensive field research in Beisongta Village, Ansai Province, Shanxi to investigate the extent of change
of traditional land use and subsistence economy on the other hand. The result of remote sensing analysis
showed marked recovery of land cover, that indicates the effect of afforestation and the prohibition of
grazing. Though peasant subsistence economy were greatly affected by the prohibition of sheep and goats
grazing and decrease of cultivated land, hothouse cultivation which started at the same time as the

project, seems to make up for them so far.
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