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Japan was assigned as one of the world 34 hotspots, important regions for biodiversity, because
the richness of its ecosystem has been destroyed due to the rapid development in the postwar
period. Today, development of topographic maps, date from natural environmental surveys in
years, and the diffusion of Geographic Information System (GIS) are all contributing to the
analysis of the lost environment in Japan. By analyzing the changes of land-use and ecosystem
through time, it is demonstrated how Japanese biodiversity has been influenced.

In this paper, we introduce the statistical surveys on the conservation of natural environment in
Japan. Then, based on the analysis of the current status and conversion of Japanese land-use
situation with GIS technique, we will suggest some measures for the conservation of the
ecosystem and biodiversity by gap analysis.
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