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Summary

Two hundred and twenty three calves with the congenital defects in Hokkaido for the
last eleven years, from 1976 to 1987, were investigated morphologically and the defects were
classified according to the body system involved. The results are summarized as follows.

1. A total of 746 congenital defects, including primary, secondary and associated
defects, was detected in 223 calves.

2. The frequency of body system involvement was skeletal, 39.1% ; circulatory,
12.1% ; central nervous, 9.5% ; digestive, 8.1% ; muscular, 5.6% ; defective twinning, 4.4% ;
female reproductive, 3.9% ; urinary and male reproductive, 3.1%), respectively ; large body
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cavity, 3.0% ; and others, 8.1%.

3. Incidence of defects in two systems, digestive and circulatory, was higher than
those observed in other reports.

4. Several new types of congenital defect were detected and classified, and their
morphological features were briefly described.

5. All notomelus calves were female and seasonal preference of parturition were
suggested in two defects; ectopia cordis and segmental aplasia of the spinal cord.
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