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SUMMARY

The present and the past breeding status of the Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica in Hokkaido were
investigated with the questionnaire, observation and interview. The questionnaire surveys of the nesting in
the cowsheds were entrusted to students who went to dairy practice in the dairy farms in the summer of 1999,
and those of the nesting in the general buildings other than cowsheds, for example, the eaves under of houses
and shops, were entrusted to wild bird observers in various region of Hokkaido.

The nestings in general buildings were most in all over the Oshima peninsula, and those in general
buildings and cowsheds were coexisting in Siribeshi, Ishikari and Iburi Districts. On the other hand, most
were the nests in cowsheds in the east and also north of Hokkaido, and there were few nests in general
buildings. The breeding in the central area, Sorachi and Kamikawa District was not confirmed. Such a
regional difference was considered to depend on the difference of the temperature condition in the breeding
season. It is considered as difficulty to continue the nesting in general buildings every year in the eastern
part and north that the temperature is not high sufficiently in spring. Accordingly, the cowshed inside
where the comparatively high temperature is maintained considered to have been used to the breeding.

For the continuation of every year breeding, cowsheds are better environments probably in comparison
with general buildings. The role that cowsheds accomplish to the maintein of the breeding distribution in
southwest area of Hokkaido and to the expansion of that to the north and the east may be important.
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