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Fig. 1 Changes of mean breeding values of cows for lactation traits.
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Fig. 3 Changes of mean breeding values of cows for final score.
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Summary

Genetic trends in Holstein cows of the Rakuno Gakuen University Research Farm were investigated.
Also, genetic merits of the cows’ sire were examined.

The mean breeding values of the cows were compared with all recording cows in Hokkaido by birth year.
The genetic merits of the cows in regard to lactation traits (milk, fat, and protein) were clearly seen to have
increased, and the genetic trends were generally similar to all recording cows in Hokkaido.

Mean breeding values of the sire in regard to lactation traits were higher than that of the cows, and the
differences between the sires and the cows have increased in recent years. These phenomena indicate
definite genetic improvement concerning lactation traits in the cows of the Rakuno Gakuen University
Research Farm. On the other hand, there was no indication of genetic improvement in regard to type traits.



