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Summary

In order to elucidate changes in amino acid composition of natural organic matters through decomposi-
tion, we sampled plant leaves, the major organic products in forest ecosystems, and detritus containing
decomposed organic matter, such as litter O layer, mineral soil A layer, and faces, analyzed amino acid
composition, and discussed about their similarities and convergences. Plant leaves showed clearly different
composition of amino acid from detritus. Cluster analysis indicated that plant leaves were categorized in
the different cluster from detritus, suggesting that detritus derived from various sources can have similar-
ities in biochemical characteristics, in spite of varieties in chemical composition. These results suggest that
decomposed organic matter comes to have similarities in chemical characteristics during decomposition
process, and that they also have convergence in chemical characteristics.



