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Summary

The yellow sand coming every year from China to western Japan fly also to Hokkaido in recent years,
by desertification due to overgrazing and development of farmland in Inner Mongolia. (Hoshino 2007)

Moreover, Chinese environmental groups and foreign NGO/NPOs are performing tree planting activities
there.

Rakuno Gakuen University have supported schooling of the elementary and junior high school students
and tree planting activities from 2005 in Manghan, Kulungi, Tongliao, Inner Mongolia, China.

This is the area where it is located in the northeast part of Inner Mongolia, where desertification is
advancing.

“Nahiya Foundation” which is the volunteer of Rakuno Gakuen University, was established to solicit
ownership of seedlings and also to conduct afforestation tours from Hokkaido.

So this research was conducted to help the planning and management of the local afforestation project by
looking at the activities with Rakuno Gakuen University.

In GIS analysis results in Manghan, there was almost no change in the forest area. It was found that the
farmland had been reduced, and desert had increased.

In China, the farmland that stopped cultivation is supplied with a subsidy or food in the remarkable area
of such land degradation by the “A Policy of Returning Farmland to Forest” of the government. However,
in Manghan, despite the fact that farmlands are increasingly abandoned, desert has been increasing rather
than decreasing, which questions the effect of the policy.

The bottom-up community-based activities of Nahiya Foundation contributes greatly to the empowerment
of the local society.



