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Abstract

A training course on forest remote sensing for participants from developing countries has been conducted
by Rakuno Gakuen University since 2011. This course is intended to build capacity to support REDD+
frame work. To make a reference on remote sensing training for REDD+, we have evaluated and
summarized our course which was held in 2013 and 2014.

As a result, it was rated as comprehensive and appropriate design, and also useful for participant’s current
work. The contents which were evaluated as useful were ‘Basic knowledge of REDD+’, ‘Applications of
GIS or Remote Sensing for Forest management in the context of REDD++’, ‘Latest trend of GIS or Remote
Sensing’ in the knowledge phase. In the technical phase, ‘Ground Truth’, ‘Pixel base classification’ were the
most useful while ‘Basic theory and operation of Remote Sensing’, ‘Calculate and Analyze carbon stock
using IN'VEST model under GIS’ next.

It is considered that it is important for beginner and intermediate participants to design the course to learn
sequential technologies toward estimating carbon stock, e.g. the aforementioned items.

On the other hands, some points are expected to be improved in the design.

At first, although international discussion about definition of degradation has been continued, technologies
to measure it have been improved. Therefore, LIDAR would be one of the key technologies for the future
training course.

Secondly, the completed training courses were focused on forest. However, in order to conserve forests
in the respective countries of participants, it needs to cover various fields not only for forestry but also
biodiversity, flood management, local communities’ involvement, and so on. InVEST model has various
models to evaluate ecosystem services, e.g. biodiversity, prevention of landslides. Introducing various
models similar to INVEST model could answer various requests from participants in order for them to make
better land use management.

Lastly, Free GIS, Remote sensing software and data have to be taken into account as potential contents.



