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Summary

[ traced the changes in Computer Literacy Education from guidelines provided by the Ministry of
Education and from a wide range of university textbooks in computer science. The following results were
obtained:

1. From the inception of computer literacy education, the objectives of the Ministry of Education were not
merely to train for computer operation skills but rather to provide for development of practical ability in
using information.

2. Contrary to that initial objective, however, the university textbooks contained little or no material bout
the practical acquisition and use of information.

These results indicate that computer literacy education in Japan is not achieving the original objective as
set forth by the Ministry of Education. Nevertheless, even though computer skill is not the main objective,
the need for basic operation skills cannot be ignored. The total needs of the students are not being met,
however, as long as their level of competency stops by merely being able to operate the various software
programs. Moreover, some students who enter university have already acquired the operation skills
necessary to advance to higher levels rather than repeating what they have learned earlier. Computer
literacy education needs to refocus and make provision for students to develop practical ability in collecting,
sorting, using and presenting information. Clarification of the purpose and content is effective in computer
literacy education.



