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Summary

This investigation was on timothy (Phleum pratense L.) meadows and alfalfa (Medicago sativa L.) meadows
of neighboring dairy farms in the Ebetsu area. The study included nine timothy meadows and four alfalfa
meadows. The condition of the meadows was evaluated by the relative coverage and by the perennial-to-
annual (P-A) index. The P-A Index is the value that subtructed the number of kind of an annual weed from
the number of kind of a perennial weed.

On the timothy meadows, the P-A Index had a tendency to become high on the meadows where the relative
coverage of timothy was low. Accordingly, in the timothy meadows showing such a tendency, the condition
of the meadow was diagnosed as one of devastation.

On the alfalfa meadows, neither the relative coverage nor the P-A Index was clear. It appeared that the
condition was that of devastation in the meadows where the relative coverage of alfalfa was low. However,
to draw a clear conclusion, further study is needed on a larger number of alfalfa meadows.



