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Summary

The progress of information technology in soci-
ety has had the unfortunate side effect of increas-
ing environmental burden.

For example, vast amounts of fossil fuel and
water are used in the process of manufacturing
computers. In addition, PCs always being on and
connected to networks boosts electric power con-
sumption. Furthermore, the recycling system
for used PCs has been ineffective and hampered
by poor collection and recycling rates.

Cellular telephones, which have assumed
greater prominence as IT equipment in place of
PCs, are likely to increase environmental burden
since the term of replacing cellular phones seems
to be shrinking, the collection rate conducted by
cell phone service providers is low, and the recy-
cling rate is low in relation to sales volume.

As described above, it is essential to create a
new society-wide system that reflects an aware-
ness of the increasing environmental burden
caused by advances in information technology in
society.



