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Abstract

Ishikarigawa, a novel by Mutsuo Honjo, depicts
the journey of the vassals of the feudal lord
Kuninao Date of Iwadeyama, near Sendai, depart-
ing Iwadeyama in March 1871 and immigrating
and settling in Tobetsu, Hokkaido. When the
vassals moved to Hokkaido, the vassals had a
very negative consciousness about nature in the
north. However, by the end of the novel, they
accept this nature and establish a cooperative
consciousness. This study analyzes the transi-

i

tion of the consciousness which brought about the
change.

The three factors that brought about the transi-
tion of consciousness are: (1) abolition of the Han
(Clan) system and the implementation of the
Prefecture system; (2) exchanges with the West-
ern Modernist and Positivist Sakae Hori; (3)
struggles with nature in the north.

The strong spiritual connection (based on feu-
dalism or feudalistic vassals) of the vassals that
respect Lord Kuninao Date, while retaining their
form as vassals, progress into a group founded on
communitarianism that is comprised of subjective
individuals.

As the vassals individually and subjectively
perceive one’s world through their own eyes, they
are able to move beyond the desolate sentiments
toward nature they initially held, and establish a
cooperative perspective by accepting their sur-
rounding nature.



