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ABSTRACT

In Japan, where aging is progressing, it is
expected that a society different from before will
emerge.

Also in household waste (garbage) management, it
was decided that each family should carry from the
house to the “garbage station” in principle. However,
as the population ages, it will be difficult to carry.
Therefore, in some municipalities, the administra-

tion provides a service for transporting household
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waste separated by each household to a station. This
is limited to single-handed households with limited
mobility or when all the family members have some
physical disabilities.

The Ministry of the Environment has started to
consider the introduction of such services by local
governments in response to rapid aging of the
population.

In this study,I examined what kind of regional
issues exist for such services in Ebetsu, Hokkaido,
where snowfall is heavy. Two model areas were
selected, and social experiments on recovery were
conducted in the deep winter. One area was a b-
storey apartment house without elevators, and
other one area was a lot of detached houses.

It has been pointed out that “the community” has
been broken down in the trend of becoming a
nuclear family, and a social trend that prioritizes
individual over community connections. Therefore,

it may be difficult for local residents to help by “help”
for those who are unable to take out waste.

The public administration is required to provide
an equal service to all people, but it is also important
to cooperate with welfare policy in waste disposal as
the population ages and the population of single
people increases. In particular, in order to quickly
detect and respond to sudden illness or falling
loneliness, it is considered effective to “watch and
watch” through “garbage” that occurs on a daily
basis.

On the other hand, I would like to point out that
when it becomes difficult to take out the waste, the
waste will stay at home and it will become a so-
called “waste house” and this will be a new problem
in the local community.

Based on the survey results, I hope that Ebetsu
will become a livable city for the elderly and people
with physical disabilities.
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