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Parasitic Nematodes from Albino Individuals of Japanese Rat snakes Elaphe climacophora in Yamaguchi Prefecture, Japan
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SUMMARY
Three species of parasitic nematodes, Kalicephalus natiricis, Strongyloides sp. and Rhabdias horigutii, were obtained from albino
individuals of captive Japanese rat snakes Elaphe climacophora, named Iwakuni-no-Shirohebi, in Yamaguchi Prefecture, Japan. A
comparison between host maturities of parasitism by K. natiricis and R. horigutii revealed that the numbers of both nematodes per
individual snake were higher in mature snakes than in immature individuals (p <0.05) . Infection by these nematode species seems
to occur outside of captive facilities because they have direct life cycles. Countermeasures for nematode infection should be focused
on the semi-free-ranging mature individuals.
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