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Prevalence of Dibothriocephalus nihonkaiensis of brown bears (Ursus arctos) in
the Shiretoko Peninsula, Hokkaido, Japan
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Abstract. Recently, it was revealed that a natural host for the responsible agent, Dibothriocephalus
nihonkaiensis, one of the zoonotic diphyllobothriasis, is brown bears (Ursus arctos) in the Shiretoko Peninsula,
Hokkaido, Japan, but its prevalence of the bears has been unknown. Hence, we investigated it with frozen
intestines from of carcasses of the bears killed between 2018 and 2019 in the peninsula. The materials were
derived from the total 22 individuals including Shari (n=10), Rausu (n=11) and Kiyosato Towns (n=1). Among the
intestinal materials, the cestodes were obtained from 3 individuals (prevalence ca. 13.6 %) of Shari.
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