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Agricultural product branding strategy in Hokkaido: The Case of YUMEPIRIKA
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Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to examine the agricultural product
branding strategy in Hokkaido. In this paper, I use case study
approach. The data used in this study were collected through
the interviews. Rice breeding programs in Hokkaido over the
past 100 years have dramatically increased productivity and
improved the eating quality of rice. Commercial varieties with
high yield and good eating quality, such as Kirara 397,
Hoshinoyume, and Nanatsuboshi, have been continuously
registered since 1990. As technology in rice production
continues to improve, the quest to produce top of the line rice
brands that suit the Japanese palate also continues. One of the
products of such rigorous efforts to develop a new rice brand in
Hokkaido is called Yumepirika. An experiment on Yumepirika
was established in 1997 by crossing the Hokkai 287 strain.
About 23,000 stamens were in the test tubes and 600 seedlings
were yielded from the hybrid. In 2009, this hybrid has won a
competition, and Yumepirika was born. My research identified

that Yumepirika contributed to vitalize Hokkaido rice market.



