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Summary

The COVID-19 pandemic started in Wuhan, China, in December 2019, and a state of emergency was declared in
Japan on April 7, 2020. The effects of COVID-19 are widespread, but it is not known whether it has influenced
rescued dogs. This study examined the effects of environmental changes due to the COVID-19 pandemic on dogs
in shelters and the management of these dogs. The stress before and during the COVID-19 pandemic was
measured in seven dogs in NPO Hokkaido Shipponokai using fecal cortisol and fecal sIgA (secretory
immunoglobulin A). Information about the changes in rearing conditions under COVID-19 was also obtained by
interviewing the facility staff. The sIgA levels increased significantly in five animals during the COVID-19
pandemic. Limited contact with strangers due to restrictions on the number of caregivers and visitors under
COVID-19 might have reduced the stress in these dogs. It was suggested that the management system introduced
under COVID-19 reduced the stress on dogs, while the number of dog adoptions did not change.





