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Change in Distribution Systems and Reorganization of Wholesalers for
Food Wholesale Trade

SUGIMURA, Yasuhiko

Rakuno Gakuen University

Abstract:

The purpose of this article is to clarify the changes in food wholesale trade and changes of the
wholesale market after 2001. After 2001, some food wholesale companies merged on the basis of the
leadership of the business firm. This brought concentration of handling for the food wholesale trade:
in particular, in sales at the eight highest ranks has been remarkable. In 2011, it was noted that
profit rates were insufficient even for large-scale companies, as found in the case of a food wholesale
company selling two trillion yen. The change that is most important with regard to the wholesale
market system is a law that was revised in 2004. In the case of vegetables and fruit, sales
concentration is seen in the wholesale market. In contrast, some wholesale markets are increasing
customers by widening the assortment of products. However, this necessitates a large amount of
investment capital. In this regard, such efforts as wholesale markets do not necessarily lead to the
improvement of profit rates.
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